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THE DEBATEABLE LAND. 



The Debateable Land, now forming the Parishes of Canon- 
bie in Scotland and Kirk Andrews on Esk in England, was 
bounded on the West by the Sark and Pingleburn, on the 
North by the Irvine bum, Tarras and Reygill, on the East 
by the Merebum, Liddal and Esk, and on the South by the 
Solway Frith. 

The original parish of Canonbie, bounded on the West by 
Glenzier bum, was intersected from North to South by the 
River Esk, whose after-course separated Kirk Andrews from 
Cumberland. 

The Canons Regular of St. Augustine had extensive pos- 
sessions in Canonbie ; those on the eastern side of the Esk 
(whereon the Cloister Houses were built) had for boundaries 
the Nether Thomiewhaite burn — Rowanbum and Liddal, 
and those on the opposite side of the Esk comprised the entire 
area of the Westeru division of this parish. — Sasines of 
Ladies Mary and Anna Scotts, 1653, 61. 

It may be stated, however, that in the preamble of a 
private Scots Act, 1609, these Western limits are indirectly 
restricted to the land on the Esk between the marches of 
Hollas and Woodhouselees, and the claim of Maxwells to the 
remainder recognised. 

Within the Debateable Land, eastward of the Church lands 
were the Barony of Harelaw and the woods and wilds of 
Tarras, Westwards, the forest clad marshlands of the Barony 
of Morton Wood situated between the Glenzier and the Sark 
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2 The- Debateable Land. 

(annexed in 1707 to Canonbie) and Southwards the Barony 
of Kirk Andrews, within which was the Solway Moss, having 
on its Southern extremity the Roman road from Cumber- 
land into Scotland. 

The whole of the Debateable Land originally belonged to 
Scotland, but at what period this designation was first appli- 
ed is not revealed in history. Certainly it could not have 
been prior to 1242, when Cumberland, which had been long 
held by the Princes of Scotland as a Fief under the English 
Crown, was relinquished. 

Seven years afterwards the March Laws between England 
and Scotland were first instituted, and therein the Esk is 
referred to as a frontier stream. 

Li the 4th year of Edward I. (1276) an inquest was held 
at Carlisle finding Sir Baldwin de Wake heir of the Barony 
of Liddal situated in Cumberland on the east side of the Esk. 
(Berkley Peerage Case 1859, No. 180.) 

We find from Robertson's Index of Charters that the 
Scottish Monarchs had antecedently and subsequently grant- 
ed Charters of Kirk Andrews on the West of river Esk, and 
from other sources that the inhabitants of the Debateable 
Land were recognised as Scottish subjects. 

Li 1126 David L confirmed a Charter granted by Turgot 
de Rossendale of a portion of his lands of Lower Eskdale sit- 
uated in Canonbie including the Church of Kirk Andrews on 
Esk and pertinents which he had conveyed to the Monks of 
Jedburgh. 

In 1165 William the Lyon confirmed a Charter by a 
Guide de Rossendale of additional Lands and a right of fish- 
ing in the Lydal to the same Monastery. 

In 1290 William the Prior of Canonbie sat in the Scot- 
tish Parliament assembled at Brigham, and in 1296 he and 
his Canons with other Scotchmen were compelled to swear 
fealty to Edward T. of England. 

When Bruce had re-established the independence of Scot- 
land he granted to the Monks of Jedburgh a Confirmation of 
the Charters referred to of Canonbie and Kirk Andrews. 
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The Debateable La^id, 3 

He also granted a Charter of the Barony of Kirk Andrews, 
County of Dumfries, to John de Soulis " whilk had pertained 
to Sir John de Wake of Lydal." 

Soulis being implicated in a conspiracy against the King 
in 1321, the Barony of Kiiic Andrews was forfeited and be- 
stowed on one Archd, Douglas. (See Robertson's Index.) 

Previously to the reign of Edward L the Scottish Monarchs 
having to perform homage to the English Sovereigns for 
Cumberland and other possessions, there was a friendly in- 
tercourse generally maintained, and many ICnglishmen held 
lands in Scotland. After the battle of Bannockbum those of 
them who had not adhered to Scotland being dispossessed, 
made frequent application to have their lands restored, which 
was ultimately conceded by the Treaty of Northampton in 
1328, but which not being implemented by the Scotch, 
these disinherited Englishmen aided Edward Baliol in his 
attempt to recover the Scottish throne 1332-3. Owing to 
this war insubordination prevailing on the Borders, the Prior 
and Canons of Canonbie obtained from Edward III. of Eng- 
land in 1341 a Writ of Protection for themselves, vassals, and 
possessions. 

This English protection super-added to the Scotch Char- 
ters, and hallowed by the authority of the Church, rendered 
the Monks independent of either nation, and constituted Can- 
onbie a sort of neutral territory. 

Prior to this date a claim for the restitution of the for- 
feited lauds of Kirk Andrews adjoining Canonbie had no 
doubt b^en preferred by Sir John de Wake of Lydal to the 
Scottish Monarch. 

That recognition by the Canonbie Monks of English Su- 
premacy coupled with de Wake's unrecognised claim to Kirk 
Andrews was in all probability the foundation of the English 
pretensions to these parishes, and the origin of the term De- 
bateable Land. 

Subsequently an Heiress of the De Wakes being maiTied 
t ) Edward the Black Prince, the Barony of Lydal was added 
to the Duchy of Lancaster and transferred to the English 
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4 The Dehateahle Land, 

Crown, where it remained till granted to Clifford, Earl of 
Cumberland, in 1603. The De Wake claim to Kirk Andrews 
would be strengthened in popular belief by this marriage to 
Royalty. 

A considerable time elapsed before the designation of the 
Debateable Land was known in history, and the first reference 
to it was in 1450, when the Cumbrians asserted their tradi- 
tional right, but no evidence is extant that the English 
Monarch or his Successors preferred any right till 1484, nor 
claimed any prerogative therein till it was advanced by Henry 
VIII. in 1543, demanding the possession of Canonbie priory 
as having " belonged of auld to England." 

No historical references to the Debateable Land being 
obtainable before 1450, and very meagre details for the 50 
years ensuing, the result of our researches will be principally 
confined to the families who flourished and the events which 
transpired in the sixteenth century. 

In the beginning of the 15th century the powerful family 
of Douglas exercised nearly regal sway over the Barons in 
the Western Shires. 

In 1455, James, ninth Earl of Douglas, having rebelled 
against his Sovereign, James II., had to retire to the wilds of 
the Western border, and his three brothers, Moray, Ormond, 
xind Balveny, having raised his vassals, were assailed by the 
Maxwells, Johnstones, Carlyles, Scotts, and other loyalists, 
and defeated at Arkingholm, now Langholm. 

The oflSce of Warden of the West Marches, which for 
nearly a century had been heieditary in this family, was 
transferred, their extensive property confiscated, and their 
influence annihilated. 

Thereafter several border families ros6 to wealth, influ- 
ence and power ; of these the most fortunate were the 
Maxwells, who got the Wardenship of the West Marches, 
acquired nearly all the -Scottish ground surrounding the De- 
bateable Land, and afterwards claimed the lands within it not 
pre-occupied by the Church. 

We purpose giving a preliminary sketch of the Maxwells 
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The Debateable Land, 5 

in their official capacity as Wardens of the West Marches, 
with a list of their successors in office, ancT afterwards incor- 
porating in the separate histories of the Grahams and Arm- 
strongs, occupants of the Debateable Land, the events in 
which the Maxwells and other cotemporaries were concerned. 

The Maxwells, &c. 

Early in the 12th century the Maxwells acquired extensive 
landed property in Dumfriesshire. In 1409 Sir Herbert 
Maxwell of Caerlaverock was appointed Steward of Annan- 
dale by Archd. Earl of Douglas, which was confirmed by 
Robert Duke of Albany, and this office remained hereditarily 
in the family for 2^ centuries. Sir Herbert also held the 
office of Warden of the West Marches from 1430 to 1438. 
His great-great grandson, John, 3rd Lord Maxwell, conjointly 
with George, Master of Angus, had tlie same office conferred 
in 1488, and he and his descendants or their guardians were 
consecutively Wardens of the West Marches for a century 
thereafter. 

John, 3rd Lord Maxwell, died on the field- of Flodden, 
1513, and was succeeded by his son Robert, 4th Lord Max- 
well, who died in 1546, leaving two sons, Robert and John, 
the latter known in history as Master of Maxwell and after- 
wards as Lord Herries. 

Robert, 5th Lord Maxwell, only survived his father six 
years, leaving a posthumous son, John, 6th Lord Maxwell, 
born 1553, and who was killed at the^ battle of Dryfe Sands, 
1593. 

The Wardenship of the West Marches during the long 
minority of John, 6th Loid Maxwell, and after wiards to the 
final abrogation of the office, was held as under. 

John, Master of Maxwell (his uncle), who had been depu- 
ty Warden from 1543 to 1549, was made Warden 1551, 
resigned in 1553 in favor of his maternal uncle, Douglas of 
Drumlanrig, was re-appointed the following year, and re- 
tained the office till 1568, when he again resigned it to 
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6 The Debateable Land, 

Drumlanrig, who held the appointment till Lord Maxwell's 

majority, 1573-75. 

The list of the Successors to this office is as follows — 

Lord John Hemes, - - - - 1578 

Johnstone of Johnstone, - - - 1579 

Lord Maxwell, now Morton, - - 1581 

Johnstone of Johnstone, - - - 1582 

Wm. Lord Herries, - - - - 1586 or 7 

Sir John Carmichael, . - - 1590 

Lord Maxwell, 1592 

Wm. Lord Herries, - - - . 1593 . 

Johnstone of Johnstone, - - - 1596 

Lord Ochiltree, - - - - - 1597 

Sir John Carmichael, - . . 1598 

Sir Jas. Johnstone, Dunskelly, - - 1600 



The Grahams. 

The History of the Grahams, occupying Kirk Andrews, in- 
cluding the pedigi*ee of Fergus Graham of Plomp, progenitor 
of the present Netherbie family, is given by Nicholson and 
Burns in their history of Cumberland, which being relied on 
and quoted as an authority by subsequent historians and 
genealogists, we purpose giving an extract therefrom and then 
proving that some of the statements are erroneous, and the 
whole incredible, being evidently a rude attempt by some 
ignorant genealogist to cleftgraft a vigorous scion of a bor- 
der stock on the old gnarled tree of Monteith. 

The following are the details given by Nicholson and 
Burns : — 

" The mother of Malise Earl of Stratherne afterwards of 
Monteith was granddaughter of Robert II., King of Scotland. 
The second son of Malise was John with the bright sword, 
proprietor of Kilbride, and his son Richard was father to 
Matthias the father of Fergus of Plomp, whose second son 
Richard was the founder of the present Netherbie family. 
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" John with the bright sword sought refuge with many 
of his clan in the English border in the time of Henry IV., 
and as he could bring 400 followers to aid the English was 
connived at though outlawed by both nations." 

" Richard, second son of Fergus of Plomp, from a low and 
inconsiderable beginning, acquired wealth and purchased the 
Barony of Lydal and Kirk Andrews from Clifford, Earl of 
Cumberland, was created a baronet, and died in 1653." 

In the foregoing extract no other date is given than 1653. 
Calculating therefore backwards and allowing 32 years for a 
generation, Fergus would die about 1621 ; Matthias, 1589 ; 
Richard, 1557 ; and John with the bright sword, 1525. 

We now contrast these statements with the following 
authenticated facts. 

History informs us that Henry IV. reigned in England 
from 1399 to 141?. That Malise Earl of Stratheme was bom 
1413, got in exchange for the earldom and lands of Strath- 
eme the earldom and lands of Monteith, 1427. That year 
was sent to England as one of the hostages for the ransom 
of James I., where he remained a prisoner till 1453i, when his 
son and heir Alexander was substituted. 

In the patent of nobility and in the charter of the lands 
of Monteith there were clauses of reversion to the Crown on 
the failure of male heirs. 

Notwithstanding of which provision we jfind in the Scot-» 
tish law records of the period, that Malise resigned Kil- 
bride to his second son John, 1469, afterwards mortgaged it 
to James Muschat of Tolgarth, and then sold it to the Earl of 
Bothwell. 

Malise and his son John were both dead before 1491. 
That year Margaret Muschat, relict of John the Graham, 
got a tierce of the lands of Kilbride, and aftewards, in con- 
junction with her son-in-law, William Monteith of the Kerse, 
pursued James Muschat of Tolgarth for 12 score merks due 
to her late husband. 

In 1493, Alexander Earl of Monteith as heir of John 
successfully maintained the plea that the resignation to John 
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8 The Bebateahle Land. 

being antecedent to the Wadset to Muschat and disposition 
to the Earl of Both well he had a preferable right to Kilbride. 

The disposition of Kilbride must have contained a provis- 
ion of reversion to the holder of the paternal estate on the 
failure of John's male-heirs, and therefore his nephew, the 
Earl Alexander, in order "to defeat the claims of Muschat and 
Both well, served himself heir of provision to John in prefer- 
ence to Malise as heir of line. 

According to Douglas Peerage this Alexander was son of 
the eldest son of Malise, and on acquring Kilbride, in 1494, 
he conveyed it to his uncle Walter and his male-heirs, whom 
failing to revert to the paternal estate. 

Contrasting now these historical facts with those aver- 
ments of Nicholson and Bums, we deduce the' following con- 
clusions. 

,1st. John of the Netherbie line dying in 1525 could not 
have been John of Kilbride, who had died before 1491, and 
neither of them were nor could have been contemporary with 
Henry IV., whose reign terminated 1413. 

2d. John with the bright sword, as we have shown, could 
not have renounced his allegiance to the Scottish monarch 
and permanently settled with his family on the border. 

3d. John could not have left a son, otherwise his nephew 
the Earl Alexandervould not have succeeded as his heir to 
Kilbride, and consequently John of Kilbride could not have 
been the progenitor legitimately of the Grahams of Nether- 
bie. 

An indirect but strongly corroborative proof of the non- 
relationship of the Monteith and Netherbie families is to be 
found in the fact that notwithstanding the strong clanship 
feeling predominating even over the territoral influence in 
the reign of James VI. as referred to in Scots Acts, yet the 
border Grahams never recognised Fergus of Plomp as the 
great-grandson and lineal representative of John of Kilbride. 

If history corroborates not the early pedigree of the 
Netherbie family, the correlative account of the original set- 
tlement of the Grahams in Cumberland, as given by Nichol- 
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son and Burns, is self-contradictory and incredible. Who 
can believe that a leader with such, a lineage should halve 
settled with 400 followers in a barren waste ; surrounded 
yet unchallenged by warlike Borderers, outlawed yet connived 
at by two hostile nations ; that no feat of arms of theirs should 
be chronicled in border lore or traditionary story, and that no 
reference should be made to them among the frequently 
naiTated traitors of the Leven, in the enumeration of rene- 
gade Scotchmen in the criminal annals of the loth century : 
we therefore discard in toto the account of the Grahams 
given by Nicholson and Burns as a myth, and valueless as 
an historical reference. From other more reliable sources it 
can be established that the Grahams for a couple of centuries 
previously to their first recorded appearance as Cumbrians 
had been located in Dumfries-shire, their leader or chieftain 
residing in the Tpwer of Graham, and possessing the Moss- 
kesso or Mosskeswra barony, in the parish of Hutton. 

The connection of this family with that of the parent 
stem of the Grahams of Dalkeith is inferable from the fol- 
lowing history of this family given in "Chambers's Caledonia," 
vol. 1, page 146. 

In the reign of David I., William Graham, who was pro- 
prietor of Abercom and Dalkeith, had two sons, Peter and 
John, the eldest of whom was the founder of the Dalkeith, 
and the younger the progenitor of the Montrose family. 

Peter Graham of Dalkeith was succeeded by his son, 
grandson, and great-grandson, each of whom was named 
Henry. The last of these marrying the only daughter and 
heiress of Roger Avenel, acquired, in 1243, extensive landed 
property in Eskdale and Upper Dryfesdale. 

The eldest son of this marriage was Sir Nicholas Graham, 
who was married to a daughter of the Countess of Strath- 
erne, the issue of which marriage is not recorded except- 
ing the son and heir Sir John the Graham, who succeeded 
and died leaving a son John and two daughters. 

John dying without issue his elder sister succeeded to the 
Abercom property, and his younger sister Margaret married 
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Douglas of Lugton (the predecessor of the Earls of Morton) 
to the Dalkeith and Eskdale estates^ 

Though the direct male line of the Grahams of Dalkeith 
was extinct there were several collateral branches, which 
genealogists unfortunately have not recorded. 

What more likely than that some near relative of the 
last proprietor, John, should have got a donation of the 
western outskirt of the Avenel's Eskdale lands, in Upper 
Dryfesdale, and founded the Mosskesso barony. 

This of course is mere conjecture, but rendered probable 
from the following facts from the Public Records. 

In Robertson's Index we find that in 1321 a Peter Gra- 
ham had been proprietor of the lands of Bracanwra, parish 
of Hutton, in the vale of Annand. 

In 1355 John, son of Sir John the Grame, granted to 
Roger Kirkpatrick an annual sum of 40s out of the lands of 
Overdryfe (see Lord of the Isles), and in 1361-62 he gifted 
the lands of ElsystonCj or Ellastown, to John, son and heir 
of Richard de Graham. 

We have no evidence of the alienation of the Mosskesso 
Bai'ony, and no reference to its occupants till 1476, when we 
find, on an inquest about the lands of Daldurran in Wester- 
kirk, a Thomas Gi^ham and a William Graham of Moss- 
keswra. 

In 1480 William Graham of Mosskessara was pursuer in 
an action against the Earl of Morton and his tenant, John 
Boyle of Wamfra, about the lands of Croftend in Dryfe. In 
1492 the Earl of Morton pursued him for taking violent pos- 
session of half of the lands of Hutton and levying the mails, 
profits, and avails of the lands and town of Hutton and per- 
tinents, and those of Cumstone, Fenton, Bordland, Androgilles, 
and Hillies (see Acta Dom. Con., 294). These lands, situated 
on the eastern side of the Dryfe, formed a considerable pro- 
portion of the Mosskesso estate. 

At this date the Grahams not only occupied this portion, 
but had extended their possessions further eastwards into 
Corrie. 
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Tlie result of this litigation, Earl of Morton ver. Graham, 
is not recorded ; but we infer it had been adverse to Qraham, 
for hereafter we find him designated " of Gillesbie/' instead 
of Mosskesso. 

The Grahams, thus hemmed in by powerful neighbours 
on a comparatively narrow stripe of mountainous land, would 
be compelled to migrate ; and as the Barony of Kirk Andrews 
on the Debateable Land, which had fallieji to the Crown on 
the forfeiture of the Douglasses in 14d5, had not been sub- 
sequently re-granted, it presented an inviting field to adven- 
turers, of which the Grahams availed themselves^ and obtained 
undisturbed possession* 

Before referring to this diveiging branch we shall briefly 
allude to incidents in the history of the Grahams of Dryfe. 

In 1508 Robt Graham of Gillesbie and Ronald Graham, 
Water of Dryfe, supported Lord J. Maxwell in his feud with 
the Creightons of Sanquhar. 

Subsequently we find the Grahams of Dryfe attached to 
the Johnstone clan and opponents of Lord Maxwell 

Li 1513 Pitcaim refers to a Robert Graham in Gillesbie^ 
and a Ronald Graham in Corrie. 

In 1546-7 among the West Borderers who pledged them- 
selves to Lord Wharton to serve the King of England was — 
Graham, Laird of Gillesbie, with 44 retainers, and his cousin 
Archibald Graham was surrendered as a pledge. 

1565, James Graham of Gillesbie, along with other 
vassals of the House of Johnstone, granted a bond supple- 
mentary to the general bond of the Barons and others to 
support their chieftain in his Wardenship of West Border. 

In ] 593 John Graham, in Dryfe, supported the Johnstones 
at the battle of Dryfe Sands, and in 1607 Sir Jas. Johnstone 
of Duuskellie entered himself as his surety to abide the 
law. 

1626, John Graham of Dryfe resigned to the Earl of Mel- 
rose the Temple lands of Shaw and Shawneuk, to whom and 
his son John there was a re-grant of said lands, in which the 
latter was infeft 1627. (Annandale Charter Chest.) 
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Sometime between 1625-49, during the reign of Qbarles 
I., Lord burie, president of the Court of Session, was captured 
on Leith Sands by a Border freel)ooter, and immured for 
three months in the old Tower of Graham. 

The Grahams having relinquL^hed this old residence, had 
taken up their abode at Shaw, in 1698 we find the Laird of 
Shaw one of the Commissioners of Supply for the County of 
Dumfries. Subsequently we find a James Graham in Shaw 
married to one of the three co-heiresses of the old family of 
Hunter of Ballagan in Nithsdale, from which couple down- 
wards to Mr John Graham, the present Laird of Shaw, the 
family can be distinctly traced in uninterrupted succession. 

The Grahams of Mossknow had settled there before 1698 ; 
but genealogists, in refering to the antecedents of this family, 
go no farther back than 1715, when the proprietor then was 
a supporter of the Pretender. 

Oral tradition, which seems to be corroborated by histori- 
cal facts, affirms that cadets of the Grahams of Dryfe migrated 
to Kirkpatrick-Fleming and Eirk Andrews, and that several 
of them from the latter were thereafter extruded and sought 
refuge In Cumberland. 

In the Criminal Annals of the reign of James IV., ter- 
minating 1613, we have Scotts, Armstrongs, Elliots, Halli- 
burtons, and other Scotchmen, referred to as the Traitors of 
the Leven ; yet not a Graham is in the list, which is a con- 
clusive proof they had not then taken up their abode on the 
Leven, now called the Line, in the Barony of the Lydal in 
Cumberland, which was the district referred to, and is not 
situated in Lancashire as erroneously suggested by Pitcaim. 

In 1514 Lord Dacre, English Warden of the West 
Marches, aided by the tribes resident in Upper Eskdale and 
Cannobie, overran and devastated Lower Annandale and 
Ewesdale, 

The occupants of Kirk Andrews are not specially referred 
to as co-operating, but no doubt from their proximity to 
Cumberland they did, and on the reflux of this eruption 
some of the Grahams would be transferred thither. 
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In 1528 Lord Maxwell, as Warden of the West Border^ 
pursuing some Border marauders, impoliticaUy crossed the 
Esk and burned Netherbie, then occupied by a Graham, for 
which he had afterwards to make compensation. 

This is the first historical notice of the Grahams being in 
Cumberland. From that event onwards to the .close of the 
century the Grahams manifested a spirit of hostility against 
the Maxwells and their retainers, Armstrongs excepted, with 
whom they generally lived on friendly terms, instigating and 
supporting them against the Maxwells. 

In 1530 a few Grahams were in the retinue of Gilnockie, 
when he was captured at Caerlanrickrigg, and they were 
executed. 

In 1545 the Grahams, aided by the Armstrongs, then 
rebels, and other Scottish malcontents, waylaid, defeated, 
and captured at Yellowsykehead, in Wauchopedale, Robert, 
Master of Maxwell, the newly appointed Warden of the West 
Marches, with his array going towards Stakehaigh (near 
Langholm) to apprehend some depredators. Maxwell was 
sent a prisoner to London, where he remained till exchanged 
in 1549.* 

In 1547 the Earl of Lennox, then a Refugee in England, 
being appointed Warden of the English West Border, made 
a successful inroad into Eskdale and Annandale. He assailed 
and destroyed the Castle of Annand, and got possession of 
Castlemilk, which he garrisoned with 50 soldiers commanded 
by a Fergus Graham. 

In 1552 the Debateable Land was divided — Canonbie 
being allocated to Scotland, and Kirk Andrews to England. 

On the following year the lieges of Cumberland preferred 
a complaint to Robert Ahidge, Bishop of Carlisle, against 
Scotch and English Border delinquents, enumerating them. 
In this list we find the following Grahams : — George Graham 
in Catgill (Scotland) ; and the following in Cumberland — 
Walter Graham, Netherbie ; Richard of the Bailie ; George 

• Yellowsyke is a small tribntary of the Bloughburn, which joins the 
Wauchope about two or three inilea from Langholm. 
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of Sandhills ; Adam of Hall ; Richard, Oakshawhill ; John 
of Catterlin ; William Giaham, Rosetrees. 

Theie is also reference to Meikle Will Graham ; Watt 
Graham ; Nimble Will Graham ; Watt Graham, Flanghtail ; 
Will's Jock Graham ; Fergy's Willy Graham ; and William, 
brother of Hutchin (Jraham. 

In addition to these may be added a few with such dupli- 
cated Christian names as Black Jock's Johnnie, Pattie's 
Geordie's John, fta, who rery possibly were Grahamsr 

At this date Richard, son of the alleged John with the 
Bright Sword, must have lived ; bnt whether he was of the 
Bailie or of Oakshawhill, or of neither, our informant saith not. 

In 1552-3 the Barons of Nithsdale entered inta a bond 
against the Grahams of Esk and their allies. 

In the seventeen years ensuing there is no historical 
reference to the Grahams. Within this period Matthias, the 
eldest son of Richard above referred to, would attain his 
majority, and his eldest son, Fergus of Plomp, would be 
bom about 1560. 

In April, 1570, Lord Scrope reported to the English 
Privy Council (see Cabala) that he had made an inroad into 
Dumfriesshire, burning Ecclefechan, Hoddam, and Repent- 
ance. Then stationing his forces at Cummertrees, had de- 
spatched Simon Musgrave and Fergus Oraham with 100 
horsemen, who destroyed Ruthwell, Cockpool, and Black- 
shaw, but being intercepted on their return at Old Cockpool, 
he had to send them a reinforcement of 150 men, when they 
assailed Lords Maxwell, Carlyle, and others, with 1000 
followers, whom they defeated, and took 200 prisoners, 
among whom was an alderman and sixteen burgesses of 
Dumfries. 

In Lord Herries' memoirs reference is made to this 
inroad and Scrope's forced retreat, which is more likely to 
be the fact. 

In 1586 the Grahams made a foray into Carlaverock, 
and killed John Maxwell of Newlaw, son of John Lord 
Herries, at the Blackshaw. 
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In a Warden Court held at Berwick 1587, complaints 
were made by the Grahams of Esk against the Armstrongs, 
Bells, and Carlyles, for spoilation and robbery, and counter 
complaints were preferred against the Grahams by those 
accused and sundry other Dumfriesians. 

One of these complaints was preferred by Adam Carliel 
and the Bells against Wat Graham of Netherbie, Davie and 
Willie his brother, Ritchie's Will, and Rob o' the Fald, for 
burning Godsbrig and berrying 300 kine and oxen, 4000 
sheep and gaites, and 500 horses,— damages estimated at 
£40,000 Scots. 

Fergus of Plomp being married to Sybella, daughter of 
William Bell of Godsbrig (his eldest son William subse- 
quently to Ann Carlyle, Brydekirk, and his daughter to 
Armstrong of Sark) he had not joined the Netherbie Gra- 
hams in the spoilation and robbery of his father-in-law, but 
had he been chiefbain of the Grahams he could undoubtedly 
have restrained their outrages. 

In addition to the above Grahams who were criminals at 
said Warden Court we find William Graham of Rosetrees, 
Hutchin's Ritchie of the Baillie, Ritchie of Moat, Fergues 
Christy and Robert his son. Will of the Fald, Fergue of 
Meedhope, Braid Jock's Johnie, and a few others similarly 
described. 

At the Battle of the Dryfesands in 1593 the Grahams of 
Esk were supporters of the Johnstones. 

Towards the close of Queen Elizabeth's reign the Gra- 
hams got so noisome that each of the twenty head men who 
then represented the family had to give in a list of his 
retainers, which was presented to Lord Scrope 8th October, 
1602. The aggregate number contained in the whole of the 
lists delivered was 439, of whom 85 only were named Gra- 
hams, 102 were of other surnames, and 233 unnamed. The 
principal leader was John Graham of Moat and Breckonhill, 
having 103 followers ; next was William Graham of Rose- 
trees, having 54 ; John Graham, Anguswells, 36 ; David 
Graham, Bankhead, 27; John Graham, Lake, 24 ; Watt of 
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Netberbie, 23 ; Hutchins Sons, Sowport, Millins and Med- 
hope, and others complete the list. 

Immediately after the accession of James YI. to the 
English crown he issued the following Proclamation, dated 
December 4, 1603 :— 

" Divers Borderers, especially the Grahams, having per- 
petrated sundry outrages ; but the Grahams are now at our 
mercy confessing themselves to be no meet persons to live 
in those countries, and therefore, have humbly besought us 
that they might be removed to some other parts, where with 
our gracious favor they hope to live to become new men and 
to deserve our mercy. We have rather inclined to this course 
as more agreeable to our nature than taking so much blood. 
This for the present proceedeth from no alteration of our 
detestation of such crimes, but from the lack of means to 
provide for the transplantation of the Grahams, to the intent 
that their lands be inhabited by others of good and honest 
conversation. For the ease of the inrisons we dismiss the 
vulgar sort of them, retaining their heads and principals for 
pledges that they shall be forthcoming, and for their good 
behaviour in meantime." 

The Cumbrians, sympathising with their sovereign's laud* 
able anxiety to free the countiy of such pests, entered into a 
subscription, which amounting to £400, they were enabled to 
freight three vessels from Workington, in which were shipped 
a number of the Grahams who were transported to Ireland. 

The list of subscribers with the names of the expatriated 
is given in Nicholson & Bums, voL i. page 119. 

The tenure by which the Grahams had held their posses- 
sions in Cumberland is nowhere narrated ; very possibly by 
copyhold from the Wardens of the West Marches. However 
held they were then dispossessed, and the Barony of Lydal 
and Kirk Andrews was shortly afterwards gifted by King 
James I. to the English Warden, CliflFord, Earl of Cumber- 
land. 

i*ergus Graham of Plomp appears not to have been 
implicated in the doings of the clan Graham which had 
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evoked the hostility of the Cumbrians. We find, however, 
that John, 6th Lord Herries, in a letter addressed to the 
King dated 21st May, 1608, refers to him as follows : — 

''Twa limmers, Fergus Qraham in Flomp, and Scallet 
Davie Johnstone, liveth in Cumberland, wha murdered my 
uncle the Provost of Dumfries," and his Lordship prays the 
King to authorise the Cumbrian authorities to apprehend 
and hand them over to the Dumfries officials for execution. 

The reply is not recorded. 

Fergus Qraham of Plomp would die about 1621. 

His second son Kichard, from being page to the Duke of 
Buckingham, rose rapidly in Court favour, amassed wealth, 
ultimately bought Netherbie and Kirk Andrews, was created 
a baronet, and founded the present Netherbie family. 

Armstrongs. 

In the beginning of the sixteenth century the Armstrongs 
possessed under Mangerton their chieftain, and Francis Earl 
of Bothwell as his over lord, the western slopes of Liddes- 
dale, bounded on the south by Cumberland, and on the west 
by that portion of the parish of Canonbie in the Debateable 
Land which had the wastes and woods of Tarras on its north- 
em end, and the Esk from Tarrasfoot to Nether Thomey* 
whaite Bumfoot, thence round the confines of the eastern 
Priory lands to the Liddal as its western boundary. 

This district, being unclaimed by any neighbouring pro* 
prietor, was about this period appropriated by the Arm- 
strongs, who erected thereon the Tower of Qilnockie, on the 
eastern bank of the Esk, in close proximity to the northern 
boundary of the Church lands on that side of the river, but 
of which not a vestige now remains, the foundations having 
been excavated when the eastern end of Gilnockie Bridge 
was founded toward the close of the last century. 

On the 14th June, 1501, King James lY. issued a man- 
date to the Earl of Bothwell ordering the Aimstrongs to be 
extirpated, which not having been implemented, the King 
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in 1504 made a raid to Eskdale and Canonbie where he 
hanged a number of thieves, aiid " earnestly desiring" an 
acquaintance with the Armstrongs, " fe'ed a James Taylor 
to pass and fetch them to the King." P.C.T., J, 102. 

In 1514 the Armstrongs disloyally joining the English 
under Lord Dacre in their inroad into Lower Annandale and 
Ewesdale, were proclaimed rebels. 

"In 1517 a respite was granted to the Armstrongs, Tail« 
zors, and all their kinsmen, friends, servants, and other 
dependents on them of the clan of Liddesdale, now dwelland 
in th,e Debateable-land and woods, that sail deliver to the 
Oovemer sufficient pledges to remain for good rule. To 
endure for one year." P.C.T. 

In all probability the Armstrongs availed themselves of 
this respite, for we find that shortly thereafter Lord Robert 
Maxwell, the warden, extended their possessions by assign- 
ing the lands of Brumeholm, Langholm, Shield, and Debeth 
to their leader, John, brother to the laird of Mangerton. In 
the Nithsdale charter chest there is still extant a bond of 
manrent dated Dumfries, 3d November, 1525, in which he 
(John Armstrong) promises true and leal obedience as Lord 
Maxwell's vassal. His signature thereto formed by his hand 
being led, as he could not write, and to this document is 
attached a seal with the Annstrong coat of arms. 

At same time and place Christy, son of Johnie Arm- 
strong, got a grant of a ten pound land in Eskdale (Bam- 
gliesh as will subsequently be shown) and granted a bond of 
manrent to Ijord Maxwell. 

In 1528 John Armstrong renounced to Lord Maxwell the 
lands of Langholm. 

In 1629 Dr Magnus reported -to Cardinal Wolsey that 
the Armstrongs had destroyed 52 parish kirks, for which 
they had been denounced enemies of the Church. 

In 1530 Johnie Armstrong of Gilnockie with 36 attend- 
ants were by James V. decoyed, entrapped, and executed at 
Caerlanrigg. His movable and heritable estate being es- 
cheated, was gifted by the King to Lord Maxwell on 5th 
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July, 1530. This occurrence, so notable in the history of 
the period, is referred to in the ballad of " Gilnockie" in the 
border Minstrelsy, His son Christy escaped with the 
remaining Armstrongs of Liddesdale to Cumberland, from 
whence, aided by their English allies, they made frequent 
incursions into Scotland in this and subsequent years. 

After the flight of the Armstrongs there were only about 
20 or 30 men at arms occupying the Debateable Land, and 
there was not a tower or stronghold within its extent. (See 
Lord Herries in Spottiswood.) 

In 1535 there was an Act passed anent strengths on the 
Border. Hollas Tower, which is a little higher up the Esk 
than where Gilnockie stood, but on the opposite side of the 
ri,ver, is built in conformity to the plan recited in this Act, 
and must have been one of the eight or nine towers that 
liord Herries in 1579 refers to as having been recently 
erected. See Spottiswood, History of the Church of Scot- 
land. These towers were Woodhouseleos, Kinmount or 
Sark, Bamglies, Auchenriffoch, Mumbyhirst, Hallgreen, 
Hairlaw, and Hollas, the materials of which, with the ex- 
ception of Hollas, have been used by utilitarians in the 
improvement of or additions to their farm steadings and 
dykes. 

In 1535 we find many of the clan with Mangerton and 
SymyA laird of Whithaugh, denounced as rebels. Following 
year the latter was caught, convicted, and hung for aiding 
and abetting "Evil wuUet" Sandy and other Armstrongs, 
sworn Englishmen. His heritage of the over parochin of 
Ewes was forfeited and gifted to Robert, Master of Maxwell, 
and his movables were divided and granted to his son An- 
drew, and to David the Lady, and his brother Martin Scott. 

Same year there was a Finlay Johnstone hung for theft 
and intercommuning with the Ai*mstrongs and Grahams, 
Englishmen. 

The year 1542 is memorable for the following events : — 
The inglorious surrender of the Scotch at Solway Moss, in- 
cluding among the prisoners Lord Maxwell the Warden, the 
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destruction thereafter of Canonby Priory by the English, 
and the subsequent death of King James V. 

In 1544, Lord Maxwell being a prisoner in England, the 
Armstrongs got possession of and delivered the Castle of 
Langholm to the English. 

In 1544-5 Lord Wharton ravaged Dumfriesshire, and the 
Armstrongs with the Battisons, Thomsons and Littles of 
Eskdale, instigated by him, committed a series of barbarous 
outrages in the district (Caledonia ^.) 

In 1545 at the battle of Ancrummoor the Scotch Border 
Auxiliaries of the English, among whom were the Armstrongs, 
finding they were to be overpowered, threw away their Hed 
Crosses (emblematic of their being assured Englishmen), 
turned their lances on their friends, and by their treachery 
contributed to the success of their countrymen. 

Shortly after Lord Maxwell's surrender at Solway Moss, 
he was liberated on condition that he sent his eldest son 
Robert as a pledge of his return to captivity when required. 
His younger and only other son John being substituted in 
the Wardenship (as Deputy-Warden), which he temporarily 
surrendered to his elder brother on his return from London 
in 1545, who shortly after his accession to and in discharge of 
this oflSce was overpowered and captured by the Grahams 
and their allies, and re-transferred as a prisoner to London, 
where he remained till 1549, after which event John resum- 
ed and held the Deputy Wardenship till his father's death 
in 1546, aai surrendered it to his brother, 1549, and reac- 
quired it at his brother's death, 1552. 

In 1547 Sir Thos. Carleton, in reporting to Lord Wharton 
his raid into West Marches, relates his residence in a return 
to Canonbie after visiting Dumfries and Kirkcudbright, gives 
a list of clans assured to serve King Henry VIIL, and enum- 
erates 300 Armstrongs in Liddesdale and the Debateable 
Land — he also refers to an 111 Will Armstrong who had a 
man Jok Lynton, born in the head of Amerdail, who had 
guided them to Loughwood, which they had surprised and 
taken. 
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Shortly afterwards Lord Wharton in writing to the Eng- 
lish Council from Carlisle narrates : — 

" The Earl of Angus and other noblemen of that realm 
work in all they may against Langholm and these Marches* 
The Scotsmen continue to serve at my commands notwith- 
standing the enemy approacheth toward them. The old 
Laird of Mangerton, his son and other Liddesdales, are with 
me once or twice a week, shew themselves willing to abide, 
and they are well worthy of reward." 

Patton relates that the Laird of Mangerton with 40 of his 
clan joined the Protector Somerset at Newcastle on his pro- 
jected invasion of Scotland. 

Towards the close of this year, 1547, the Governor of 
Scotland destroyed Langholm Castle. 

Li 1550 peace was proclaimed, and same year Lord Max- 
well, accompanied by 2400 men (is reported by Lord Dacre) 
" to have inefiectually assailed a Castle on the Debateable 
Land within sight of the Border held by a Sandie Arm- 
strong," and adds, "That since the return of the Scotts, San- 
dy has been with me and saith, that he perceiveth the Scotts 
to be so full of malice that they will yet more and more pur- 
sue him, and desired me either to promise him aid or he 
should be forced to take such appointment from Scotland as 
he and others dwelling there used to do. He has served us 
faithfully, and we may loose his services, and the habitation 
of his ground will be noisome to this realm." 

Shortly after this period the Armstrongs renounced their 
English alliance and returned to their Scotch allegiance. 

In 1552 the Debateable Land was divided, Canonbie be- 
ing assigned to Scotland and Kirk Andrews to England. 

In 1553 complaints were lodged by the Cumbrians to 
Bishop Alridge of the Grahams and other Border depredators, 
and in this list are the following Armstrongs — Hector of 
Hairlaw, Jok of the Syde. Jok, Geordie, and Wills Jok of the 
Gingles, and Jok of Kinmount. 

On 24th January, 1557, Christy, son of John Armstrong 
of Gilnockie, granted a Bond of Manrent to Lord John Max- 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 The Dehateable Land, 

well and Sir J. Maxwell his Tutor and Governor, and got in 
exchange the mails and duties of the Lands which had relaps- 
ed to Robert Lord Maxwell on his father's escheat in 1530. 

In a contract between Sir John Maxwell of Terregles, 
Knight, and Christie Armstrong, Barnglies, alias John's 
Christy, dated at Lochmaben, 1562, it is arranged ' that 
Christie is to have the use and keeping of the House and 
place of Langholm, and be collector of the mails and duties 
of Lord Maxwell's property in Eskdale till the expiration of 
his Lordship's Tutory, (N. Muntrments No. 297.) 

This is an interesting document, and throws light on the 
history of the heir of Gilnockie. 

Though the old border ballad would lead us to believe 
that Christy was an infant on the nurse's knee at the time of 
his father's death, we find he had five years previously signed 
a bond of manrent and got as a recompence a ten-pound 
land in Eskdale, which now appears to have been Barnglies. 

On Christy's return from England we find him re-occupy- 
ing JBamglies, and it was there he resided when the lands 
forfeited by his father were reconveyed to him in 1557, and 
he had not changed his residence when the additional boon 
was conferred in 1562 of being custodier of Langholm and 
factor for Eskdale. We infer he continued his residence at 
Barnglies, delegating the keeping of Langholm Castle to his 
sons John, Archy, and Kobert, for we find among the follow- 
ers of Lord Maxwell to Stirling in 1585 Christy Armstrong 
of Barnglies with 11 followers, not Armstrongs, and Archy 
and Robert, sons of Christy of the Langholm. ■ 

Christy does not appear ever to have re-occuped Gil- 
nockie, which very probably was dismantled after his father's 
execution, or by the Scottish governor in 1547 when he de- 
stroyed the Castle of Langholm. 

In 1569 the Eegent with Morton and others passed to 
Hawick, thence to the English border (English warder co- 
operating). He lay 2 nights at Copshawholm, 2 at Canonbie 
an 2 in the Water of Milk, and so came to Dumfries having 
captured 72 borderers, who gave pledges for good behaviour. 
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It was on this raid that the Governor got Hector of Hairlaw 
to deliver up the Earl of Northumberland, who had reposed 
in the faith of a borderer, till then unimpeachable. 

About this period bulks into view in history a not- 
able Armstrong called Kinmont Willie, whom Scot of Satch- 
ells aflSrms to be a descendant of Gilnockie, and in a Bond of 
Manrent granted by "William Armstrong, and John his son 
and heir apparent to Lord John Maxwell, 1579, he is describ- 
ed as Callet Kynmont, but residing in Morton (Tower of Sark), 
which he held of his Lordship. 

In Lord Maxwell's famous raid to Stirling in 1585, among 
his followers were Will of Kynmont, 7 of his sons, a brother 
Fergy, and 92 other Armstrongs. (See Act Pari.) 

Godscroft relates that after the surrender of Stirling, the 
Borderers decamped with the horses belonging to their friends 
and allies, leaving Lord Maxwell in an uncomfortable plight ; 
but the success of the expedition and the knowledge that he 
was not in fault restored the amicable feeling of the allies. 

The followers of Lord Maxwell (then Earl of Morton) to 
Stirling in 1585, being enumerated in an act of Parliament 
same year, we glean therefrom that the predominating 
names in Eskdalemuir were Batties with a few Thomsons. 
In Staplegordon and Neither Ewes, Littles. In Langholm, 
Wauchope and Canonbie, Armstrongs. In Middlebie, the 
Bells, and on Kirtlewater, the Irvings. 

The Johnstones were over Lords of Dunskellie in Kirk- 
patrick-Fleming, to whom the Irvings were Vassals, and they 
also owned Gretna and Stapleton, the occupants of these are 
unknown. 

At this period there was a large forest between the Sark 
and Kirtle called Loganwoodhead, held by the Crown, of 
which a James, son of Gavin Johnstone, Middlegill, in 1611, 
succeeded his father as Forester with the right of pasturage 
in the Lordship of Loganwoodhead. (See Inquis., Spec. 80, 
and Caled. 118.) 

About this time Lord Maxwell dispossessed the Arm- 
strongs of Langholm Castle and grounds, and dismissed them 
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from his employment, substituting Halbert Maxwell of Cavens 
as his Representative, which the Armstrongs afterwards re- 
sented. 

Lord John Maxwell as eldest son of the second daughter 
of the Earl of Morton, who died in 1581, assumed this title 
then, but had to relinquish it in 1585. In 1588, having re- 
belled against the King of Scotland, his forces were dispersed 
at Dumfries, and the Wardenship taken from him ; he was, 
however, restored to this office 1593, and was shortly after- 
wards killed at the battle of Dryfe Sands. His opponent, 
Johnstone of Johnstone, having been supported by the Gra- 
hams of.Esk, the Elliots of Liddesdale, and the Scotts of Buc- 
cleuch. (Spottiswood 401.) 

The Armstrongs have also been referred to by some au- 
thors as supporters of Johnstone, but they being mostly re- 
tainers of the Maxwell at this time renders this statement 
dubious ; there is however in the pardon granted to the 
Johnstone, 1605, five individuals enumerated not of the name, 
one of whom is Christopher Armstrong. Durdurran, the 
other four are Neil Ewart, Bodesbeck, Robert Moffat, Gran- 
ton, John Carmichael, Meadowflat, and Christopher Car- 
ruthers, Dormont. (Copy in my Repositories.) 

Likely enough the friends and vassals mustered by Lord 
Maxwell at Stirling (Dormont excepted) would be his follow- 
ers at the battle of Dryfe Sands, 

At a Warden Court held at Berwick, 1587, ten com- 
plaints were lodged by the Cumbrians against the following 
Armstrongs for Southreif, &c., viz., Kynmonts Jock, Geordie, 
and Jock of the Calf-hill, Eckie and his son Ritchie of Stub- 
holm, John, son of Sandy Armstrong, Pate of Harelaw, Jock 
of the Hollas, Young Christy of Auchengill, and Willy Cany. 

In 1588 Archd. (ninth and last) Earl of Angus, was made 
Warden, and same year had a raid against the Arn^strongs. 
The King accompanied, and was present when he cast down 
their houses ; but they having fled, the King returned home 
and the Earl pursued them into TaiTas moss, whither no host 
bad ever attempted to follow them. Though he had kept 
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his intention close, and had Jardine of Applegirth accom- 
panied by one ^of his own retainers with a company stationed 
in Canonbie, he was foiled ; the birds were all flown, and 
there was nothing but the empty nest. On Angus retreating, 
the Armstrongs shewed themselves, and had nearly captured 
one of his followers, young Douglas of Ively Godscroft, 480. 

Ten years afterwards Sir Robert Carey, the English 
Warden, with the concurrence and aid of the King of Scot- 
land, attacked the Armstrongs in Tarras Moss (which he 
describes as being a large and great forrest on marshy ground). 
He defeated them, secured their leader, old Sym of Whitram, 
whom he afterwards liberated on condition that the Arm- 
strongs should give no further annoyance to the English. 
(Carey's Memoirs.) 

In the latter end of 1595 or beginning of 1596 Robt. Scott 
of Haining, acting as Deputy for Sir Walter Scott, Keeper of 
Liddesdale, met Salkeld, Depute of Lord Scrope, the English 
Warden, and held a Warden Court at the Dayholm of Ker- 
sope. 

There Kynmont Willie attended, and on returning home- 
wards interfered with the English pursuing some of his clan 
hot trod, was captured and carried prisoner to Carlisle Castle. 
This interference was subsequently pleaded by the English 
as depriving him of the right of exemption from arrest on a 
day of truce ; but this point is generally ignored by our 
Scotch historians. 

On the 3d April, 1596, Lord Herries was superseded in 
the Wardenship of the West Marches by Johnstone of John- 
stone, and owing to Kynmont*s antecedents being a retainer 
of the Maxwells, it was natural that the friends of the 
prisoner preferred applying to Buccleuch, the Keeper of Lid- 
desdale, at whose court the March laws had been violated ; 
their appeal being favourably entertained. Buccleuch and a 
few personal attendants, with some of the Liddesdale men, 
arrived at the Tower of Morton, Kynmont*s residence, and 
there found assembled with Kynmont's sons and retainers 
the Armstrongs of Morton, Bamglies, Hollas, Calf-hill, Big- 
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holms, Langholm, Gingles, &c., with the Bells of Middlebie, 
all of whom were vassals of Lord Maxwell, with this accession, 
Buccleuch numbered 70 followers (not 200 as stated by 
Tytler), and on the night of the 13th April, 1596, gallantly 
rescued Auld Kynmont Willie from Carlisle Castle. The 
bravery and daring displayed had been unparalleled in Border 
warfare, and Buccleuch was well entitled to the laudation of 
the ministrels and cotemporary historians. Some modem 
writers, instead of recording the simple facts of this heroic ex- 
ploit, embeUish and mislead, — Tytler, for instance, in his 
History of Scotland, refers to Sir Walter Scott being Warden 
of the West Marches, exaggerates the number of his fol- 
lowers, and eiToneously states that Kynmont's residence was 
in Liddesdale, and that he was a retainer of Buccleugh. 

The fact is that Buccleugh had at that date no land in 
Liddesdale, excepting what had been conveyed to him in 
trust by his stepfather, the Earl of Both well, and had not an 
acre of land in Dumfriesshire for 30 years afterwards. 

On the year following this event, 1598, Kinmont and his 
neighbour, Christy Armstrong, Bamglies, headed a band of 
Border marauders, yclept " Sandie's Bairns," and made divers 
raids into England and Scotland. 

Sir John Carmichael of Carmichael being appointed 
Warden same year, finding the Armstrongs maist trouble- 
some, resolved on their punishment ; but they having intelli- 
gence thereof, sends Alexander Armstrong, alias Sandy's 
Ringane (broder to Auld Will of Kynmont), to Sir John Car- 
michael, then resident at Lochmaben, wha finding nae favor, 
and the youths about having poured the yolk of eggs into his 
scabbert, from which he could not draw his sword, he swore 
vengeance, returned, and on getting home indignantly related 
to his sons and clansmen the reception, he had met with ; 
and at a game of footba on Murthome lea on the following 
Sunday, 16th June, 1600, it was arranged that he, his sons, 
Tom, Lancie, Hew, Archie, and Watt, with Sym and Lancie 
of the Syde, Rob, Sandie, Robt. Scott and William Grame of 
Medhope, with others, in whole 20, should meet at Blerehead 
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next day, which they did, and then proceeded to Raeknowes, 
where they shot Sir John Cannichael dead with a hagbut. 

Thomas Armstrong aforesaid and Alexander Armstrong, 
Rowanburn, were shortly thereafter apprehended, convicted, 
and hung in a gibbet for this offence. 

When the Armstrongs heard of the death of Queen Eliza- 
beth in 1608 they resolved on having a raid into Cumberland ; 
mustering two hundred strong, they penetrated as far as 
Penrith. On returning with their booty, they were inter- 
cepted by Sir William Selby, and most of them were taken 
prisoners, tried, and executed. Afterwards their strongholds 
were razed, their possessions forfeited, and their influence as 
a clan completely annihilated. 

Suppressive of further disturbances on the Borders, King 
James issued a proclamation in 1605 prohibiting any Bor- 
derer of a broken clan from possessing any military accoutre- 
ments, or having a horse above the value of £5 sterling or 
£30 Scots, 

Individual members of the Armstrong families now began 
to feel the stringency of the laws of their country, which they 
had previously set at defiance, and several of them were exe- 
cuted, • 

Taking a retrospective view of the foregoing details, we 
find that the Armstrongs of Lower Eskdale (excepting those 
residing on the Church lands after the destruction of Canon- 
bie Priory in 1552) were unqv^stionoMy vassals of the 
Maxwells. 

This is an important fact which evidently had been un- 
known to our earlier historians, and is unrecognised by our 
later authorities. 

Buchanan, Anderson, and others represent " Robt. Lord 
Maxwell as entertaining feelings of enmity and dread of Gil- 
nockie ;" but the contents of the Nithsdale Charter Chest 
reveal the fact that Gilnockie had extensive possessions 
under his Lordship, for which he had granted a Bond of 
Manrent and promised leal and true obedience. 

King James V. must have been aware of this transaction 
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when he took the precaution of impjisoning Lord Maxwell 
before he started on his expedition to Eskdale, when he cap- 
tured and executed Johnnie and his followers. Immediately 
thereafter the Armstrongs of Liddesdale fled across the Border 
and transferred their allegiance to the English monarch. 
There they remained till 1542, when the battle of Solway 
Moss, the destruction of Canonbie Priory, and the death of 
the King induced them to return and take forcible possession 
of the Priory lands and some of the adjacent property of Lord 
Maxwell, which they retained for ten years ensuing, when 
the Debateable Land was divided ; afterwards, having relin- 
quished their English allegiance and submitted to Scotch 
authority, most of them became vassals of Lord Maxwell. 
Christopher, son and heir of Gilnockie, having got fibrst a 
grant of Bamglies, then in 1657 of the lands east of the Esk 
held by his late father, and ultimately was made Custodier 
of Langholm Castle and Lord Maxwell's agent for Eskdale. 
Kynmont Willie held the Tower of Morton, and many other 
Armstrongs in Wauchopdale, Staple-Gordon, Langholm, 
Ewes, and Canonbie, got possessions under his Lordship, most 
of whom are enumerated in the Acts of Parliament of 1585 
as having followed Lord John Maxwell to the siege of 
Stirling. 

This clan would be supporters of Lord John Maxwell in 
1593 at the battle of Dryfesands. 

Ten years afterwards the Armstrongs were extirpated, 
and their respective holdings forfeited. 

Mosstroopers, &c. 

Having separately traced the history of Grahams and 
Armstrongs, we have to refer to them conjointly with other 
clans as Mosstroopers, their haunts and homes, and the sub- 
fiequent social and moral improvement of the Borderers. 

Leslie, Roman Catholic Bishop of Ross, 1565, gives the 
following graphic account of the Mosstroopers of those days, 
— after narrating their method of warfare he gives the fol- 



Digitized by 



Google 



The DehateahU Land. 29 

lowing particulars of their mode of living, habits, &c. He adds, 
" Tiieir food is principally flesh, milk, and boiled barley, rarely 
bread, and delight not in good beer and wine. Their resi- 
dences are huts and cottages, about the burning of which 
they are no ways concerned. If they have nimble horses 
and can procure food and ornaments for themselves and wives 
they are content, having a persuasion that all property is 
common by the law of nature, and may be appropriated by 
them in their necessity, they rob English and Scotch indis- 
criminately, and or they start on thieving expedition, they 
say their prayers more fervently, and have more devout re- 
currence to the beads of their rosaries than at any other 
time. If possible they avoid shedding blood, not only for tke 
deadly feud in which they would be involved with their op- 
ponents clansmen, but also for the wrath of God." 

"Their promise is held inviolable, and no crime more 
heinous could be imputed than violated fidelity ; when this 
happens the aggrieved hangs the culprit's glove on point of a 
lance at Warden and other meetings proclaiming the oflfence, 
by which a greater slur is cast on a clan than even the exe- 
cution of the offender. Most of them are fond of poetry and 
music, and gifted with natural eloquence. To their credit 
they follow not the heretical secession from the Holy Church." 

Another historian describes the Mosstrooper as being 
clothed in a quilted doublet, to which were attached pieces of 
brass or iron, mounted on a small nimble horse, and armed 
with a long spear and a couple of pistols. 

In those days there could have been no lack of religious 
instruction, for we find the churches had been thickly studded 
in the district conterminous to the Debateable Land. There 
being no fewer than 10 parish kirks and 3 chapelries within 
the confines of the present parishes of Langholm, Middlebie, 
Kirkpatrick-Fleming, and Gretna. 

The Reformation after its establishment in Scotland 
made little progress on the Borders. In the preamble of the 
Act of 1609 uniting parishes there, reference is made to the 
known poverty of the inhabitants and the lack of religious 
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instructors. Previously to this date, Johnstone, Parson of 
Tynnergarth, had been cruelly murdered, and subsequently 
his successor, the Rev. D. Rogers, with the Incumbents of 
Annand and Lochmaben, in 1622-23 applied to the civil 
power for protection. Fifty years afterwards the celebrated 
Richd. Cameron, then a licentiate, was sent by the Synod on 
a missionary tour to the Borders, and through his instrumen- 
tality many of the Annandalians were converted. 

The homes of the Mosstroopers inhabiting the Debateable 
Land and adjacent district had been sheltered by forests or 
surrounded by morasses, forming a natural barrier and 
secure retreat. 

The only artificial highway passing through the district 
was the Roman military road which had led from Netherbie 
round the southern end of Solway moss, in the Debateable 
Land, to the Plomp where it is still traceable, and entered 
Scotland at a point east of the village of Springfield — ^from 
thence it went in a straight north-westerly direction by Camp^ 
house (described in the Statistical Account of Dumfriesshire) 
to Kirkpatrick Cove, Woodhouse and Merkland, as traced 
in ordnance survey, and so onwards to Burrance Camp, 
thereafter ascending the rising ground to the north-west and 
passing the western end of Bumswark hill. This portion of 
the Roman road has a diflFerent direction than that indicated 
byCamden, who conjectured that it had gone from Nether- 
bie through the northern end of Solway Moss, and onwards 
in a straight line to Bumswark. 

On the farm of Old Gretna there is a boulder stone 8 or 
9 feet in height, and about 20 feet in breadth, called the 
Clochmaben or Lochmaben Stone, at which the Scottish war- 
riors generally rendezvoused before they entered England by 
the Roman road at Plomp. 

The cultivated land northwards of the Debateable Land 
appears to have been confined to the upland valleys and hill 
sides of Eskdale and Ewes, now almost exclusively pastoral 
districts. 

At this period in the intermediate district between the 
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Debateable Land there were held extensive stocks of sheep, 
goats, nolt, and horses, which constituted the principal wealUi 
of their possessors. 

Having referred to the Mosstrooper, his home, and its 
surroundings, we have yet to advert to the licentiousness 
which prevailed on the Borders prior to the ascension of 
James VI. to the English throne. In those days when Liter- 
ature was held in contempt — ^Art and Science unknown — 
Agriculture and Commerce undeveloped, and no outlet for 
the pent up energy of man but the foray or the field, it is no 
wonder our poor ignorant forefathers relying on the wisdom 
of their progenitors (virtually homologated by the Priesthood) 
should have been misguided in adopting the rule, — 
" That he may tak wha has the power, 
And he may keep wha can." 

To restrain this unconstitutional love of liberty the Scot- 
tish Legislature enacted several laws against the Border de- 
predators, but these were not thoroughly enforced till the 
Union of the two Crowns had conferred greater power on the 
Executive. Then the justiciary powers' which had been ex- 
ercised by the Warden were transferred to a Committee of 
Border Landed Proprietors, constituted by a commission un- 
der the great Seal, who held Circuit Courts or Justice Ayres 
at Dumfries and Jedburgh. 

In the annals of Hawick we have an interesting report of 
these Courts held 1622-23, giving the names of the Justices, 
Clerk, and Doomster, with a full account of the dittay against 
each panel — the verdict and the doom of the Fylet. 

This Court in the exercise of judicial powers had called 
before them persons suspected of crime, whom they compel- 
led to grant Bonds for their re-appearance, " to answer for 
anything that might be laid to their charge." Others of 
this class, but possibly more deeply implicated, had to sign 
what was called a " Voluntary Bond," agreeing to " leave 
the country and never to return without leave, under the pen- 
alty of death without any mair law." 

These stringent measures had a salutary effect, but two 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 The Debatedble Land. 

or three generations passed ere the Borderers were reclaimed, 
and a higher moral standard regulated their actions. 

In the reign of James VI. the commutation of feudal 
service for rent was generally adopted. The Church and the 
School extended their influence, and civilisation gradually 
progressed. 

The ancient enmity against England had subsided into a 
jealous feeling of her reassertion of supremacy, and when the 
Union was under discussion in the Scottish Parliament the 
Borderers assembled at Dumfries, threatening vengeance on 
the supporters of the measure. The Commissioners of Sup- 
ply for the County issued a manifesto to their representatives 
in the Scottish Parliament, imperiously commanding them 
not to vote for the Union, predicting that if adopted the 
Scotch Representatives would be outvoted ; the English 
would tax us unduly, rob us of our Commerce, a«i overturn 
our Church — our rights and liberties would be jeopardized, 
and our independence as a nation gone for ever. 

In spite of all opposition the Treaty for Union was ar- 
ranged. Thereafter, social intercourse softened asperities, 
heart-burnings ceased, and the descendants of the once hos- 
tile Borders coalesced, and the Union was really consum- 
mated, 

" Thank God we are one people, 
With but one heart, one aim, 
Yet my heart beats with a wanner puke 
To hear old Scotland's name." 
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Act in Favour of James ItfAXWELL akent thb Debateablb Land. 

" Our Sovereign, Lord and Estates of Parliament, considering that all and 
sundry of the Lands under-written, by and foranent the Border of England, 
viz. : — 

''Lands of Tarrasfoot, Mombiehirst, Quhiteside, Bankhead, Meirbame, 
Hairlaw, Hairlaw-wood, with the pertinents ; Rowanburne, Woodhead, Thomie- 
quhattes, Wabredhills, with the pertinents. 

" The Lands of Barresknowes, Woodhouseleyis, Hollas, Tarkune, Brownes- 
chielbume> Auchcnriffock, with manor place, &c., &c., all layand within the 
parish of Oanabie ; and the lands of Qlenzard, Mortoun, and Bamgleish, with 
manor, place, &o., &c., layand in the parish of MorUmn, 

" Whilk lands are limitat and bounded as follows : — ^To wit^ beginning at 
the foot of Tarras at Bromeholme, up it and then up the Perterbum, frae that 
to Tinnis-hill, and down the Merebum to the Liddel, and down Liddel to 
Rowanburne, and thorter (across) Ingreis Zettis by the fute of Majelwood, 
and than to the fute of Nether Thomequhat bum, rignand into Esk by the 
heed of Knottyholme. 

" The lands of Wodhouseleys and Mortoun, bounding with Scots dyke as 
well with the waters of Esk and Sark, and up Sark to March of Auchenbedrig, 
and frae thyne up Bamgleish to the Righeads, and frae thyne doun Irving 
bum to Esk, and down Esk to foot of Hollas to the Marches of Bowholme — 
where ever holdin to be Debateable Lands betwixt the twa nations of Scotland 
and England. Lykwise the possessors thereof were noways answerable to his 
highness, laws, and possessed these lands without any rights and without ac- 
knowledging the King or his predecessors till His Majesty got Crown of Eng- 
'land, who then reduced and pacified borders. 

"And albeit^ that nae person justly can pretend right to these lands, but 
these wha has lawful dispositions made to them by the Kings of Scotland of 
said lands f oemamet per expressum, Netertheless, divers persons has intruded 
themselves into possession of grait part of sold lands, minding to appropriate 
the same to themselves by unlawful and unjust possession under the pretext 
that the same are part and partinents of other lands belonging to them here- 
tably, whilk is a great prejudice to His Majesty. Therefore it la ordained 
that nae person whatever shall claim right to those lands or any of them ex- 
cept the same be per expretsum et noiatum disponed by the King and be in 
their author^s infiftments .... or else that the persons claimed right 
were in possession of a chartered rights or his Majesty went to England. 
Acta Pari., vol. 4, page 444. 1609 years." 
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Debateablb Land, Boundaries. 
" West Boundary, — From Solway up White Sarkto Pingle burnfoot, and up 
to Pingle bumknoTW. Northern. — From thence to the Riggheads and Monke 
Ryland bume to Harvenbume, where it falls into Esk, crosses Esk, and from 
foot of Tarras to the foot of HeygiU, up the Eeygill to the foot of Tophouse, 
and BO to the Standing Stone. Eastern. — From thence to Mearbumhead, and 
down the Mearbume till it falls into the Lyddal at Ritterf ord, thence down 
the Lyddal and Esk to the sea/* — Camden, Zd vol^ 354. 

LoBD Hebries* Address to Ring James VL and Council, 20th Januart, 
1579, on the State of the West Border, and suggestinq Remedial 
Measures. 

"Sire, — A little before the death of your Majestie's noble grandfather. 
King James the Fifth, some few disloyal subjects of this realm, fleeing into 
England, did plant themselves in a parcel of waste ground that lies opposite 
to the West Borders of Scotland, and being maintained by the English, grew 
into such numbers and became so insolent as they made daily incursions upon 
the country. Your Majestie's grandfather did hereupon employ certain forces 
against them, intending to sack and destroy their houses and make them unable 
from thenceforth to destroy his subjects. But these forces not being rightly 
governed, and lacking the provision that was Required for such an enterprise, 
were put to the worse and shamefully discomfited. At that time, what by 
ransoming prisoners, what by the spoil they got^ they gained one hundred 
thousand merks ; wherewith, and by the depredations they have made since that 
time, they are become wealthy, have built eight or nine strong houses upon the 
frontiers of your realm that no Warden's power is able to force. They have 
joyned in alliance with divers of our own Borderers, as wickedly disposed as 
themselves, and are so feared, that every man is glad of their friendship, with- 
out which none is thought to have any surety either of life or goods. When 
your grandfather departed this life, which was in the year 1542, they did not 
exceed the number of 20 or 80 men at most. Now they are growne to three 
or four hundred, dwell nigh to others, are well armed, have good horses, and 
upon a simple shout are ready to joyn in defence of one another. The Bor- 
derers on the Scots side are not in this condition ; for the space of twenty miles 
there is not a strength in which an honest man may sleep safe, no town nor 
stronghold to retire into in tinle of necessity, neither is the country populous 
nor is it fruitful, the ground being pasture ground and profitable only for the 
bestial ; the people that inhabit the same, poor, imruly, and not subject to 
order. "So, what from the number of these wicked men that live in the Eng- 
lish Border, what for the evil disposition of our own, it is a charge most 
difficle to guard these Marches, and to contain the people from doing or 
receiving wrong. The only remedy in this time of peace is to keep our own 
countrymen in awe and fear of injustice, so that neither they break loose 
themselves, nor have they any dealings with their neighbours underhand in 
their wicked practices. And how this may be done most surely, your Majesty 
and this honourable Council is to think ; my opinion I have set down in some 
firticles, which I humbly submit to your Majestie's and Council's censure." 
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Baving thus spoken, he presented a writing containing these heads : — 
" 1. That the Warden should make his residence in Lochmaben, with his 
ianiilj ; and if in the winter season he made his stay in Damiries, he should 
depute a sufficient gentleman for holding Courts of Justice weekly, according 
to the andent form. 

''2. That the Warden should be assisted with five or six of the wisest men 
in the country, of which number two should be of the name of Johnston ; and 
lest their chief should think the Wardens proceeding against his followers 
partial, and done out of old rancour that a moderate course should be kept in 
confiscation of their goods, the half e being allowed to the wives and children of 
them that should happen to be convicted and executed, and the other half 
disponed to the Laird of Johnston himself. 

" 3. That the Barons and landed men within the bounds should present 
their tenants and servants, as they should be reqmred, and no num excused or 
exempted. 

" 4. That the Lords Carlisle and Hereis, the Lairds of Drumlanrig, Apil- 
girth. Lag, and Johnston, should remain nigh to the Wardep ; and when the 
Lord Maxwell hath not the charge, that he be obliged to dwell in the house of 
Langhome, or if he be Warden himself, that he maintain a Captain therein 
with 12 horsemen to be ready upon all occasions. 

"5, That the Warden be allowed a guard of 24 horsemen, with their 
Captain, who shall be laid in the town of Annand. 

" 6. That the King houses of Lochmaben and Annand, with the watch 
tower called Repentance, be repaired, a great bell and firepan put into it, with 
some honest man to watch and give warning to the countrey where the fray is, 
and a husband-land allowed him for his service. 

" 7. That the lands called the Debateable Lands be visited, that it may be 
known how much therof is claimed by the broken men of the countrey to be 
their steedings, and security taken of them for keeping good order. 

" %k That days of truce be kept every 40 days once, or within two months 
at least ; and such as shall be found to be robbed of their goods be redressed 
to be double and with safer, according to the law of Marches. 

"Lastly, That his Majesty, every year in the month of September, send 
one or two of the Councel to tiy the estate of the countrey, what duty the 
Warden doth, and if the Barons and landed men do give their assistance, that 
where any defect is found the same may be punished." 

At these Articles the Lord Maxwell took exception, especially at the first 
and second, for the house of Lochmaben he said was his own, as heretable 
Stewart of Annandale ; and that any part of the £scheats should be given to 
the Laird of Johnston he held it prejudicial to the Warden's office, and said it 
would be an occasion for other Barons to suite the like. But that which did 
most displease him (though this he dissembled) was, that any should be joyned 
with him as assisters ; for he would needs be absolute in these parts, and have 
all to depend on him, which ambition he still nourished, and thereby in end 
wrought his own mine. Yet, the King, not willing to displace him, for he 
understood his power to be great in these Marches, made offer to continue him 
in the charge, and to allow him a company of 24 horsemen, with a Captain, 

r 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 AppeTidix. 

for repressing the ouUaws, upon three conditions : first, that he should take 
the advice of the Barons of the countrjr upon all affairs, and proceed in the 
ministering of justice by their Counsel ; next, that nohe should be declared 
fugitives, but by their consents ; and thirdly, that the servants of landed men 
should not be apprehended till their master were first charged to exhit them, 
unless they were taken in the fact, and as they speak with the Red hand, he 
excusing him&elf atid professing a great willingness to give his attendance to 
any other Whom his Majesty should appoint. The Lord Herreis was chosen 
Warden, and the custody of the West Marches.committed to him. 
Spottiswood^s Church History, 8vo. Pages 804-6. 

Mustek Roll op Lord Maxwell's (then Earl op Morton) Eskdalk 
Clansmen at the SiegE op Stirling, 1585. 

David Baty in Blackest, and his sons Alic, Rowe, Hew, John, and David, 
with Andrew, Archy, and Ninian Batys ; Ninian Ewart, James Thomson, 
Thomas Scott, Willie and Robert Batys, and Laurie Pott thair ; Dd. Dalgelsh, 
Dd. Baty, James Aitchison, Ade Qlendoning, and Ade Graham, Watcarrick ; 
David, John, and Wat Baty, in Cauldkin ; John (son of Adam), Hew, John, 
George, Jinkin, Wat, and Ade Batys, James, Mungo, and Jamie, in Kilclervis, 
and Watty and Mungo, sons to James thair ; John, Wat, and Thom Baty, 
Bonelbume ; John Baty (son of Arthur), and John Baty, in. Carlesgill ; Qeo., 
Nikie, Dd., Watt, Sim, and Wattie thair ; Jok, Andrew, Jok, juu., and An- 
drew Batys thair ; Adam Baty in Tetbyre, with his sons Charles and Mat- 
thew, and Jamie Baty thair ; Nikie and Rob Baty in Quhitehauch ; Robie 
Baty in Byre; Sini Baty, and Matthew (son to Lang Andrew), Andrew, 
Geok^e, Stein, Sim, and David Batys thair. 

Watt Baty of the Scheill; Jock, Dd., and Nikie thair; John Baty in 
Bankhead ; John Baty, Braid ; John Baty, Cors., Andrew, Sandie, and Wattie 
Batys, his brothers, John Baty, his man, Jok, son to bra Andrew Baty, son 
to Trurie, and Ade, his brother ; John Batie in Glenbervele ; John Glen- 
donig, Crowner ; John Qlendonig, Felhour ; John Baty of Davingtoun, and 
his sons John, Willie, Wat, George, and Hobbie Batys; Robe, Jok, John, 
Peter, Andrew, and Hew Batys, Jok Gillespie, Adie Littel, Andrew (son of 
fiugh) Baty, Dd. Kichol, Jok Aitkins, John Rae, Christy and Jok Littel, 
Jamie Bennet, Thome Rae, Jok Ranik, Jamie, Jock, and Sim Brigs, Ade 
Thomson, Rowe M'Crie, Sim M'Crie, Naving Baty, John Aitkin, John Glen- 
donig, John Dalgleish, Andrew Baty, Edward, John, Sim, John, Rowe Thom- 
sons, John, Peter, and Jamie Batys, Dik and Will Thomsons, G«ordie and 
Wattie Batys, John Baty, also Nickie's John, Archy, Nickie, Adam, Watt, 
and Dd. Baties, Alic and Andrew Baty, Trowhoilles ; Matthew, John, and 
James Glendonig, John Halliday in Castlehill, Archie Glendonig and Row0 
Baty in Wasterker, Christy, Archie, and Willie Batys, John Brown in Crois- 
dyk6s, his son John, Peter and Jok Glendonig, Peter Graham, Wattie Criek, 
John Baty in Millgill, Bartell and Sim Glendonig, Bemay Cowpar, Andrew 
Baty, Sym Scot, Sym Baty, Nikie Scot, William Bamet, John Boy, John Little. 

George, Andrew, Wattie, and Thomas Graham, Carruthers ; 
John Beck, John ahd Ritchie, Bell in Hotts ; Nicol Moffat, Adam Halliday, 
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Ranej Bell, and John Baty df Linholme, Andrew Baty, his servant, and 
Thomas, his brother ; John Bell, and Rowie and Nickie Baty thair ; Thomas 
Littles, senior and junior, in Cuill. 

John, Matthew, Nikie Littles in Daldurrane ; Jok, Andrew, Sym, Arehy^ 
Clem, and Dd. Littles, and John and Jok Littles thair ; Pat Little in Craig- 
meikle ; Wat Little, Starkgait ; Wat Little thair ; John Little^ Bowie, James 
Alexander, Andrew, and Sym Little, Fingland ,* John and G^rdie Little in 
Bumfoot ; William, Cuddy, Andrew, and Wat Little, Staplegordon ; John 
Little, PoUarane ; Archy Little, Potholme ; Adie Little^ Dowglen ; Kikia 
Little, Milnholm ; Watty and Fras. Little, his sons ; Rowe and Arohy's Bowe 
Little, and Thomas and Sym Little, thair ; Sym Little, Bankhead ; Nikie, 
Archy, Andrew, and Rowie Littles, thair; David, John, Tom, and Peraeli 
Littles, in Clois ; (Matthew's) John, David, and Jok Littles, Andrew^ Wat^ 
Rowie Little, in Igill ; John, Ritchie, Christy, and Bratell Irvings, in Dou- 
glencleuch ; Dd., Jok, and Alexander Irvings thair ; Christie Armstrong in 
Bamgleis, John Murray, his man, Chris. Murray, Andrew Oarruthers, Tom 
Bell, Robert Halliday, Will Bell, Pet Steel, John Little^ Jok Huik, John 
Thomson, and Jok Bell, his servants ; John Armstrongs Calfteld, John Row- 
cle^, Dd. Armstrong, James Roger, Will Mitchelson, Thomas Aikenhead, 
John Huik, Ninian Armstrong of the Neis, Christy, his son, John Little, 
John Crosset, John Armstrong in Hoilhouse^ John Armstrong in Glensier, 
and his son Andrew, William, Rowie^ and Christy Armstrongs, his brothers^ 
William Armstrong in Sickune^ Thomas Armstrong in Qlensieri Qeorge Arm- 
strong in Blackbakhead, John Little in Sikhead, Qeoxge, John, and Christy 
Irvings (son of Gib), Blackbaksyd, Joseph Irving in Hag, Jok Moffat, Qlemder, 

Armstrong, and John and Ninian Turner in Thomywhaites, Archibald 

Armstrong, Tarkinne, Archy and Robert^ sons to Christie Armstrong, Lang- 
holme, Ingrie Armstrong of Ralton, Ritchie and Sandy Irving^ Anchinrivoclc, 
John Carruthers in Glenzier, Christy Mitchelson and son John in Tumschel- 
bum, and Will Coltere, Thos Wilson, and Andrew Turner, thair» Archibald 
Armstrong, Mearchand, William Armstrong, Eynmont> and sons John, Geo., 
Fras., Tom, Sandy, John, and Ringane Armstrongs, William Graham and 
William Scott in Sarkwater, Thomas Reidpath, John Little^ Willie Bell, 
George Little, Martine Thomson, Davie Baty, James Cowan, and Andrei 
Giffert thair; Robert Macillwitty, writer to Kynmont; Archy and Adam 
Thomson and Nlchol Baty, in CarlesgiU ; Will Little, Alias Pyk, Ecke^ Dick, 
and Wat Littles, Ninian, Tom, George, and Will Elliots, John Armstrong, in 
Wauchopdall ; Henry, Archie, Aidie, John, and Sym Littles, John Armstrong, 
Alik Reltoun, Will, Sandy, and Jok Armstrong, Qeorge Baty, in Nether Ctms- 
dykes ; Ninian Palmer, John Puidoun, Jamie Irving^ Dandy, Andrew, Chr., 
and John Armstrongs, Thomas Graham, Jamie Armstrong, in Copilgill ; 
Jyngin and Peter Graham, and Peter Bell, in Logan ; Matthew Irving, Watr. 
Baty, John Linsay ; Mark, Alex, and Thos. Carruthers ; Jok and Archie 
Baties ; Geo. Thomson and Sons ; Jok Aide and Jok Thomsons, KurkgiU ; 
Archy and Wat Thomson, in Alabastland ; John Thomson, senr. and Jr., in 
Kirkgill ; Nikie and Jok Thomsons ; John Thomson in Pollorane ; Hector 
Armstrong, Stubholm ; Geo. Armstrong in Arkleton ; Ninian George Martin ; 
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Mungo and Dandy Arms^ngs ; bis sons, Ninian and Uohhj Armstrongs ', 
Andi«w Little^ William Brown, WilL Nelson, Edward little, Jok Armstrong 
dliai Rakeas, William Qraham, and Tom Scott, in Blackball, Jobn Scott bis 
son ; Jobn Elliot^ Woodend ; Rowe, Hob, and Will Elliot of tbe Hall; Ricbe 
Grabam in Woodend ; Will Elliot, Lord Arcbie Armstrong, in Arkletoun ; 
Jobn, bis son ; Adam and son Jobn Scotts, in Mosspeeble ; Jobn, Qeorge, and 
WiU Scotts, Jok Scott, and Arcbie Irving, in Arkletoun ; Jok Elliot in Bow- 
grange; Ninian and Jok Armstrong, Jobn Armstrong, Howgill; Andrew 
Armstrong, Tom Kirkpatrick, and Andrew Turner, Jobn Armstrong, in 
Mumbiebirst ; Jobn, Ninian, and Cbristy, bis brotbers, Rowe (tbe Lairds 
Rowie), Jobn and Ringane Armstrong, bis sons, Jynkin, Arcbie, and Will 
Nicbblsons, Jobn Jobnstone, Tbomas Armstrong, Gyngill ; Abe, Ringane, 
Cbristie, Arcbie, Tom, Jok, and Ade Armstrongs, bis sons, Watty, Mattbew, 
George, Sym, and Jobn Littles, Ade Glendonig, Tom Coutart^ Ade Hoip, 
Rowe Armstrong of Drimbolme; Tbomas Armstrong in Catgill; William 
Wilson, Jobn Moffat, Ade and Jobn Baty, Jobn Purves, James Waugb, Rin- 
gane Armstrong, Aucbenbedrig ; Sym, Tom, and Robert Armstrong, James 
and Alexander Halliday, Cbristie, Jobn, Artbur, and Tbome Bells, Andrew 
Lowrie, Arcbie Lawart^ Ade Pott, George and Patone Armstrong, Betbolme ; 
Rob HaUiday and Andrew Baty, Jobn Grabam, in Hoill ; Dd., Arcbie, and 
Sym Grabam, in Logan ; George, Rob, and Jok Batys, Blartin Moffat, Jok and 
Tom Wilson, Fei^gu Halliday, Hump. Rule, John Irving, Tom Henderson, in 
Brackenqubat ; Hump. Bell alias tbe Lamb, Jobn Conie, Jobn Kirkpatrick, 
William Miller, Ferga Armstrong, brotber to Kynmont^ Jobn Jobnstone, 
Jaffra and Arcbie Irving, Jok Grabam, Rob Clerk, William Kirkpatrick, Dd. 
Watson, Wattle Grabam, Tbomas Jobnstone, Adam, Geoi^ge, and Ricbie - 
Raes, Christy Armstrong, in Corron ; Quentin, Andrew, iind George, bis 
brothers, Cbristie, Jok, Ninian, bis nephews, Geoi^ Armstrong, in Tbomie- 
qubat ; Christy Armstrong and Jobn Turner thair ; Jamie Armstrong, Car- 
sons ; . Thom, son of Andrew Armstrong, Gyngills ; Ade Murray, Willi 
Dryane, Jamie and Archy Littles, Arcby Baty, and Mattbew and James 
Little, Edward, Ringane, and Lancie Armstrongs, Willie and Ade Scott, Ale, 
Archie, and George Armstrongs, Ade and Jame Grahams, Roger and Eckie 
Armstrongs, GyngHls; Andrew and Thome Armstrongs, Hobe and Aibe 
Wilson, Geoi^e Armstrong, Nickie Graham, Jynkin, Davie, Gib, John, Jok, 
Bartie, and Sandy littles, Peter, Jok, and Alexander Bell, Cuddie Little, Joke 
Irving, Andrew and Jas. Bell, Alexander Armstrong, of the Gyngills ; Thom 
Armstrong and Matthew Little, in Craig ; Archie, Wilbe, and Hew Arm- 
strongs (brotbers of Gyngills); Sym Little, laird of Meikledail; Archie, 
Wattle^ Jobn, and Ade Littles, Jobn Scott, Andrew Little, Jok Turner in 
Kiiktouu ; Cuddie little, Jobn Scott, and Willie Stevenson, Kirktoun ; Geo. 
Armstrong and Andrew Henderson, Howgill; Thomas Armstrong of tbe 
Wray ; Jok Armstrong, Will little in Bombie ; Geordie and Jobn, bis bro- 
thers; Jasper, George, Will, Rob, Nickie, and Jok little thair; and Jok and 
Wattie Littles, Ninian Armstrong in Bromholm ; Jobn, Eckie, and Antony 
Armstrongs thair ; Herbert Irving. 

Acta Pari, vol, 8, pages 887, 95, and 1585. 
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